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Jeff  Werkmeister, the third member of the trio, 
has been pounding out designs in his home 
workshop for about 10 years. He says metal 
work gives him the perfect blend of practical 
and artistic sensibilities.

Werkmeister uses low carbon mild steel in his 
work. Mild steel is strong yet ductile and can be 
bent, worked or welded into an endless variety 
of shapes. Werkmeister frequently takes an idea 
and pieces it together along the way, a work 
process he describes as “experiential.”

He is fascinated by how metal captures and 
refl ects light and by how the patina or surface 
sheen of metal changes over time.

Werkmeister likes curves, and organic form 
predominates in his work. In the past he has 
focussed his attentions on fl oral designs; future 
work will explore insect and spider forms.

Werkmeister’s contribution to Melt will 
include both freestanding and wall pieces. He 
hopes to have a giant arachnid – six or seven 
feet in diameter – as part of his presentation.

Werkmeister describes the relationship 
amongst the three artists as one with “zero 
competition.” Sturgeon agrees saying, tongue-
in-cheek, it is an unstated “brotherhood” that 
oft en involves “secret sharing.”

Melt is the brainchild of the late Bruce 
Johnson. In recognition of Johnson’s 
contribution to the arts in London, each artist 
will donate a percentage of the proceeds from 
a pre-selected work to TAP’s Bruce B. Johnson 
Memorial Fund.

Beth Stewart is a secondary school teacher, 
visual artist and writer. 

The Arts Project 
hosts some 
heavy metal this 
March. Although 
it won’t make your 
ears bleed, it is 
guaranteed to make 
your eyes bulge.

Melt brings 
together – for the 
fi rst time ever – the 
work of metal 
sculptors Scott 
McKay, Richard 
Sturgeon and Jeff  
Werkmeister. As 
an exhibition, 
it is designed to 
illustrate what can 
be done with this 
versatile medium, 
with each artist 
contributing 
15 to 20 pieces 

representative of their unique visions.

Th is is Scott McKay’s second exhibition at Th e 
Arts Project. His fi rst, a solo show called Art 
by the Ton, was held in August 2010. It was the 
success of that show that fuelled Melt.
McKay, a Certifi ed Artist Blacksmith 
with more than a dozen years of 
experience as a metal sculptor, works 
out of his Strong Arm Forge studio in 
Newbury, Ontario. He uses recycled 
as well as new materials in his clever 
constructions.

McKay’s contribution to Melt will 
include fi gurative works composed 
of recycled materials, heavy-forged 
decorative arts pieces, several large 
abstract fl oor pieces, along with other 
smaller off erings. Th e abstracts are part 

Heavy Metal
By Beth Stewart

of an “expressionist-inspired” series in which 
McKay manipulates ribbons of metal to achieve 
an uncanny sense of fl uidity and weightlessness.

Richard Sturgeon, who operates out of his 
studio Metal In Fusion, took up metalwork 
around the same time as McKay. But where 
McKay works it hot, Sturgeon works it cold. 
His Shoreline Tree series is one example.

Each incarnation of the shoreline tree starts 
with a length of stainless steel bar which is 
shaped and then added to. Welding is used to 
assemble pieces as well as add a bark-like texture 
where desired. Finally, the tree is brushed to a 
fi nish and set in a stone base.

Kinetics plays a huge part in Sturgeon’s work. 
Th is can be seen literally in the movement of 
his Calder-inspired mobiles, but is also implied 
in many of his stationary pieces. 

“Urban contemporary” abstract sculptures are 
yet another facet of Sturgeon’s work. Th ese 
feature curvilinear shapes that manage to 
suggest mass while celebrating negative space.

Sturgeon’s contribution to Melt will include 
a mixture of his fi gurative and abstract pieces 
in copper, steel, stainless, wood and welded 
bronze.

visual arts pridevisual arts

What: Melt
Where: The Arts Project (203 Dundas St.)
When: March 22 to April 2
Contact: www.artsproject.ca“Relic” by Richard Sturgeon.

20th Anniversary Season
Original Kids Theatre Co.

Presents:

DISNEY’S CAMP ROCK
MARCH BREAK
SPECIAL EVENT

Wolf Performance Hall
London Public Library (251 Dundas St.)

March 16 - 20
Tickets call: 519-672-8800
More Info: www.OKTC.ca

“Near Miss” by 
Scott McKay.
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Collaboration is the name of the game
By Susan Scott 

Artists can be a highly competitive lot. 
Th ey compete for a limited pool of buyers, vie 
for scarce grant monies, gallery space, and press 
coverage.

It’s gratifying, then, when artists not only work 
together on projects but promote each other 
too. Such cooperation is at the heart of the Art 
Gallery of Lambeth, which opened in late 2010.

Th e gallery was the brainchild of artists Vivian 
Tserotas and Brenda Colley. Th e duo noted 
that although Lambeth is home to many 
resident artists and hosts two arts guilds, there 
was no local artistic venue to support them.

Last summer, they consulted the late Bruce 
Johnson about starting an art gallery. “His 
enthusiasm and advice was the fuel we needed 
to get this idea into high gear,” says Tserotas.

By early December, the two had recruited seven 
more artists and launched their business with a 
jam-packed opening night. Th e gallery, which 
also hosts a gift  shop, is organized internally as 
a fully collaborative eff ort.

Th ere are nine founding members – Tserotas 
and Colley, plus Rose Klein, Robin Baratta, 
Sandra England, June Anne Reid, Catherine 

Craig, Annette Martin, and 
Bob Reid. Th ey each hold 
operating positions in the 
gallery, share expenses, and 
staff  the venue.

Th e members bring a 
diversity of skills to the 
table. Seven are painters. 
Some work with beads, 
clay, and fabric, while 
others spin, weave, and 
make prints. Th eir styles 
cover every genre – realism, 
abstract, fantasy. Th is allows 
them to off er a variety of 
workshops for adults and 

children, starting this month.

Currently, 12 associate artists participate in 
monthly shows with the founding members. 
Th ey are member-juried and sign a one-year 
contract to pay for wall space, plus 10 per cent 
of sales to cover service and transaction fees.

Non-juried guest artists also show at the 
gallery for three-month periods. “We have 
this position to help emerging artists build 
their resumes and to give them exposure,” says 
Tserotas. “But these limited-time spaces can 
also be used by established artists.”

Th is month, the gallery is holding “March 
Mini Madness,” a juried miniature show that 
features artists in Southwestern Ontario. Laura 
Woermke, curator of St. Th omas-Elgin Public 
Art Centre, will select the award winners.

Th e Art Gallery of Lambeth has hit the ground 
running. And with its spirit of collaboration 
fi rmly in place, its future is no doubt bright.

Susan Scott is an arts writer and visual artist.

What: Art Gallery of Lambeth
Where: 2454 Main Street, Lambeth
Contact: www.artgalleryofl ambeth.ca

Art Gallery of Lambeth founding members. Standing, 
R. Klein, A. Martin, J.A. Reid, S. England, V. Tserotas, 
C. Craig, B. Colley. Sitting, R. Baratta, B. Reid.

8 pm  Wesley-Knox United Church
91 Askin Street  London

This is a “Bring Your Own Cushion” concert

Adults $20, Seniors $17, Students $10 ($22 / $19 / $10 at the door)
 from Belle Air Music, Chapters & Tuckey Home Hardware

Tickets may be purchased online at www.kssingers.com

OGOiNGt
theROCk
APRIL 9, 2011

ACME Animal • Kevin Bice • Wayne Boland • Daniel Castillo
Carol Clark • Shirley Clement • Christie Davis-Amyot

Corinne Garlick • Peter Karas • Peter H. K. Lam • Angela LorenzenC
Ryan Machan • Doug Magrath • Annemarie Plint

Amanda Rowe • Chris Snedden • Beth Stewart • Richard SturgeonA
Diana Tamblyn • Vivian Tserotas • Beth Turnbull Morrish
John Van Kessel • Margarethe Vanderpas • Jerry Vrabec

www.londonstudiotour.com

April 15, 16 and 17, 2011
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Terrorism on TAP
By Robyn Israel

“An act of terrorism is not so 
much what we think of as global 
terrorism, it’s terrorism through 
ideas,” says director Justin Peter 
Quesnelle. “We’re all capable 
of manipulating other people 
through fear to get what we want. 
We’re all guilty of it and we’re all 
victims of it.”

Th is terror of everyday life is 
examined in various scenes of 
the play Terrorism: passengers 
delayed at an airport by a bomb 
threat; a man and woman 
commit adultery; offi  ce workers 
bicker while a colleague commits 
suicide; two grandmothers dream 
of exacting revenge on their son-
in-laws; policemen scrap amongst 
themselves. All of the scenes are 
connected thematically, and by 
play’s end we realize that these 
apparently random incidents 
are in fact linked by an almost 
invisible thread.

“Th e scenes are like parables, each putting 
forth some maxim about life,” Quesnelle 
explains. “Yet there’s nothing natural about 
them. Th e circumstances are absurdly 
heightened, which lends to the comedy.”

It’s that dark comedy that drew Quesnelle 
to the piece. He discovered it in 2003 while 
living in London, England, where it ran at 
the Royal Court Th eatre. “I like plays that 
are a mixture of the light and the dark,” he 
says. “Th ere are those moments when you’re 
laughing, but they can turn on a dime.”

Written by Oleg and Vladimir Presnyakov, 
the play debuted at the Chekhov Moscow 
Art Th eatre in 2002, and was written before 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Th e brothers, who 
are also directors, producers and actors, write 
in tandem; all their plays are presented and 

published under their chosen joint name: Th e 
Presnyakov Brothers. Th e English version of 
Terrorism is translated by Sasha Dugdale.

“Th is is their most widely produced and 
celebrated play,” Quesnelle says.

Students of language, the Presnyakov 
Brothers are praised in Russia for their 
attention to natural-sounding speech – 
dialogue that sounds “overheard on the 
street.” Th eir cool, sardonic wit enlivens their 
plays, and together they create bitter and 
funny examinations of life in a post-Soviet 
Russian culture.

“Th ere are probably going to be all sorts of 
things that would resonate for a Russian 
audience,” Quesnelle acknowledges. “But 
there are scenes that are very human, like 

Anyone expecting to see a story about 9/11 is in
for a surprise when Passionfool Th eatre Companyy 
presents the Presnyakov Brothers’ Terrorism at
Th e Arts Project. 2222222222 000000 111111 11111

you to our sponsorshank yoTh o our spons s

Contest: March 11-14, 2011
Kick Off Event: March 11 at 6:30 pm - The Morrissey House

Films Submitted: March 14 at 10:00 am - Fringe Office

Presented by the London FrinPresented by the ondon F nge

?
, & editeditt, & edte, shoote s, shoothCan you writeCaCan yn you wou wrwriteriyy uuuuuuaaaa &&t, &t, &tttt ,,Can you write, shoot, &Can you write, shoot, &&&hhhhhhhhhhiiiirrrrrrwwwwuuuuuunnnnaaaaCC yoo shooshooeeoooo oooossssee shooo eCaC &&yyyyyy ww ssssseeyyyy ww &&a e hn wwan you write san you write ssshoohootrrCC &ttCCCan yoyou wwrrititete, shooootot,t, & ditditttiiiiddddddeeeeeeed tteeeee tteeditit

aa hours62-h6n 6nnm m fifit fit fifirtrttoohhha saa ss uuaa tttttt hourhourhhhh2222nnnnnnnniim im illllfifififififififififirrhhhhhhhhhhaaaa oooooo ooss ss666666 oooooo ssss 6666 ours66s oo hhoursshort film in 62sss sssa sa 2aa ssshortshorrtr rr62222626a shortrt film in 6262-hoursrss????????

ttry...We DARE you to tARE yoWe DARE you to tryoWe DARE you tDWe yyyyyy ootoouuuueeeeee ttttttttR uuuuEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRAAAADDDDDDWWWWWWWWWW oooe to tDDAADAADAAe RWWWWWWeWe DADARE yoyou toto tryryryry.......y...

Get Involved!
www.londonfringe.ca

62-Hour Film Contest Screening and Awards

Sunday March 20th, 2011
London Convention Centre Theatre, 300 York Street

1:00pm - Screening of All Submissions
7:00pm - Awards and Top Film Screening

Tickets: $10 for either event, or $15 for both!
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the two paranoid grandmothers who feel 
the whole world is out to get them. Th ere’s 
something universal about their fears.”

Th e play’s disturbing content so unnerved a 
couple of cast members that they dropped out 
of the show.

“‘It’s a little darker than what I’m comfortable 
with,’ was the comment I heard,” Quesnelle 
says. “But when we did the table read we also 
discovered that it was funnier than expected 
in some places too.”

As a director, Quesnelle will be faced with 
the challenge of staging six diff erent scenes, 
each with an independent cast. Th ere are 19 
actors – some veterans and others making 
their Passionfool debut.

“Last year we had lead-heavy pieces, with 
Medea and Marat/ Sade. We [Quesnelle and 
Passionfool co-artistic director Eva Blahut] 
wanted to present ensemble pieces this 

year, such as Th e Maids, Animal Farm and 
Attempts on her Life.”

Leave it to Passionfool to mount a production 
by two obscure Russian playwrights that 
forces viewers to think about what is 
happening on stage.

“We want to keep experimenting. You have 
to risk failure with every show,” Quesnelle 
says. “We’re not producing the plays that we 
think are going to sell tons of tickets. We’re 
producing shows that we fi nd interesting and 
challenging.”

Robyn Israel is a local journalist, playwright 
and performer.

What: Passionfool Theatre, Terrorism
Where: The Arts Project (203 Dundas St.)
When: March 10-12, 16-19, 23-26
Contact: www.passionfool.com

STRONG ARM
FORGE

Artist Blacksmithing and Sculpture by Scott McKay

Sculpture, Decorative Arts
Railings and Gates

WWW.STRONGARMFORGE.COM
519-695-6162

Western’s Don Wright 
Faculty of Music
Mar. 2-4 TD Canada Trust 
      New Music Festival
Mar. 6 Carolyn Herrington
Mar. 11  Leslie Kinton
Mar. 18 Malcolm Bilson
Mar. 18, 19 UWOpera
Mar. 25 Sophie Roland 
 and Stéphan Sylvestre
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                     with Eric Coates
By Richard Young

As preliminary adjudicator for the 
Western Ontario Drama League Festival, 
Eric Coates was charged with the task 
of selecting fi ve plays to compete in the 
annual festival being hosted by the London 
Community Players at the Palace Th eatre, 
March 14-19. Th e Beat caught up with 
Coates between productions.

Q. What did your role as preliminary 
adjudicator for the WODL Festival entail?

A. I travelled around Western Ontario from 
October to February providing individual 
onsite adjudications for 22 plays. It required 
me to read each play and have a pretty 
good idea about what each one was about. 
Immediately following each show, I gave a 
brief public adjudication which was followed 
by a longer private one with the director 
and actors, and everyone else involved in 
the production. In addition to selecting the 
fi ve plays for the March competition, I was 
responsible for recommending prizes and 
special recognition awards for productions 
that chose not to go on to the Festival.

Q. Can you tell us a little bit about the plays 
you adjudicated?

A. I saw both ends of the spectrum, from 
Neil Simon comedies to Margaret Atwood’s 
Th e Penelopiad and everything in between 
including dramas, comedies and musicals. 
I was thrilled to see many companies 
taking risks with complex productions. 
I also noticed a fair amount of crossover 
in the productions in that some artists 
seem to follow a circuit from community 
to community. I was pleased to see entire 
companies from one town attending the play 
of another community purely out of interest 
and support. I think that’s terrifi c. 

Q. What criteria did you use in selecting 
the fi ve plays for the festival?

A. Other than a standard adjudicator’s 
checklist, I looked for a holistic 
understanding of theatre. I looked for 
the integration that takes place between 
a director who understands the world of 
the play, a designer who has created that 
world and actors who have a really strong 
understanding of the words on the page. It 
sounds really simple but it’s a very delicate 
balance to achieve. I have to admit that I 
was also biased towards interesting material. 
Whether I liked it or not, it made me realize 
that a company is in for the art.

Richard Young is the publisher of Th e Beat - 
Arts in London.

Susan Scott provides a preview of the Western 
Ontario Drama League Festival and the fi ve 
competing plays at www.beatmagazine.ca

Coates discusses the WODL Festival.

What: Western Ontario Drama League Festival
Where: The Palace Theatre (710 Dundas St.)
When: March 14-19
Contact: www.londoncommunityplayers.com

519.679.8778 orchestralondon.ca

What’s On?
MARCH

MARCH 6 / The Pops

Hollywood Crooners
Our tribute to Hollywood’s legends!

 
MARCH 11 & 12 /Red Hot Weekends

Every Breath You Take
Hits from The Police & frontman S ng!

MARCH 26 / Masterworks

Sibelius’ Violin Concerto
Virtuoso violinist Anne e-Barbara Vogel 

performs this exhilara ng concerto

MARCH 30 / Cathedral

Haydn in London
A great evening of music by composers  
who all shared an affec on for England  

MeltMelt
NEW SCULPTURE IN METALNEW SCULPTURE IN METAL

RICHARD STURGEON   SCOTT MCKAY    JEFF WERKMEISTER RICHARD STURGEON   SCOTT MCKAY    JEFF WERKMEISTER 

The Arts Project - 203 Dundas Street, London, Ontario
Openning Reception March 22, 7-9 pm.

March 22nd - April 2nd

The Arts Project - 203 Dundas Street, London, Ontario
Openning Reception March 22, 7-9 pm.

March 22nd - April 2nd
Private collectors, the corporate and design communities and the general public are 
invited to view new major works in a gallery setting for placement and aquisition.

Each artist will offer a donation to the Bruce B. Johnson Memorial Fund.

Private collectors, the corporate and design communities and the general public are 
invited to view new major works in a gallery setting for placement and aquisition.

Each artist will offer a donation to the Bruce B. Johnson Memorial Fund.

STRENGTH IN MEDIUM - BEAUTY IN FORMSTRENGTH IN MEDIUM - BEAUTY IN FORM

519-642-3919
WWW.ARTSPROJECT.CA
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No strings attached
By Mary Ann Colihan

Orchestra London’s Painted Violins is a 
fundraiser totally in tune with the London 
arts community.

It is an event that celebrates and promotes 
London’s wide-ranging creative talent, says 
orchestra executive director and London city 
councillor, Joe Swan. “Th e orchestra is more 
than a concert,” says Swan. “Th e crossover 
of music and artists in Painted Violins shows 
the potential for integration with groups who 
make a lot of good things happen here.”

Th e concept is simple. Take surplus violins, 
ask talented people to paint them creatively, 
and auction them to the highest bidder. Add 
a great venue – Museum London – and line 
up writers, visual artists, musicians, sculptors 
and even Hollywood directors to contribute 
their talent to a worthy cause.

Wendy Smith is the creative director at Red 
Rhino, a full-service advertising fi rm in 
London that craft ed the promotional material 
for the event. She thinks Painted Violins hits 
all the right notes. “Th is event is so much fun 
with great music, a wonderful setting at the 
gallery, nice food, creative drinks and good 
art,” says Smith. “It brings out young talent.”

Greg Ludlow, a visual artist of note and art 
teacher at Oakridge Secondary School, was 
pleased his fi rst painted violin – created 
for the inaugural event – sold for a record 

price. He says Painted Violins committee 
chairperson Linda Rice is a superb 
arts marketer. “Before the event, 10 
storefronts will host the violins,” says 
Rice. “We create banners particular to 
each artist. Tickets are also available at 

the stores where the art is showcased and 
at Museum London.”

Th e fi rst Painted Violins, held in 2009, netted 
over $30,000. Rice, a long-time volunteer 
with the Orchestra, says the idea has since 
caught fi re. “Th is year RBC and Lerners have 
come in as joint sponsors,” she notes.

Orchestra London discovered the Painted 
Violins fundraising idea on the internet. It had 
been a proven success for several American 
orchestras and seemed like a good bet for 
London, too. “We had a bunch of rundown 
violins at the offi  ce,” says Rice. “And we wanted 
to try something a little more creative and hip, 
not another sit-down dinner and silent auction.”

Th is year there are 12 contributors including 
well-known names such as author, actor, 
horsewoman and former Londoner, Shelley 
Peterson, broadcasters Bill Brady and Peter 
Garland, and London’s favourite son, director 
Paul Haggis. “Th is is the fi rst year we have 
celebrity participants,” says Rice. “We hope it 
can pull in something new.”

Orchestra London principal cellist, 
Christine Newland, has turned her talents 
to celebrating John Lennon and Yoko Ono 
on her violin. She blogged about the creative 
process and photographed her violin as a 
work in progress. Social media mavens will 
enjoy her story on Facebook.

Greg Ludlow’s 2009 violin was a three 
dimensional sculpture attached to a painting 
with colours and irregular patterns. He took 
a band saw and chopped two violins into two 
pieces. “I wanted the violin to be related to 
my regular body of work,” Ludlow explains. 
“I embedded it on the canvas so the violin is 
an ingredient in the process.”

Th is year, Ludlow evolves this theme of 
embedded violins, incorporating the night 
sky colours and powerful sense of vortex from 
the Shit Storm series he is currently painting. 
He plans to use 12 pieces of chopped up 
violins for his Painted Violins creation.

“It will be a shit storm of violin pieces,” 
he says. “Violin bits will be coming to the 
surface as if emerging from a storm or 
violent weather pattern.”

Principal fl utist Annelie Metrakos is in her 
38th season with Orchestra London. Born in 
Holland to a mother who was an artist and 
a violinist she is a natural to paint a violin. 
“I love doing creative things,” says Metrakos. 
“My last violin was more sculptural – with an 
elf climbing on an upside down violin. Th is 
year I have not selected a theme. I have idea 
overload right now. But I know it will be a 
mixed-media piece and not just painted.”

As a musician Metrakos appreciates the 
cross-pollination Painted Violins inspires. 
“Th is is an interesting and wonderful kind 
of event because it brings an awareness of the 
whole arts scene in London,” she says.

Other talented visual artists participating 
include John Holland, Mark Uhre, Joanna 
Liston, Margarethe Vanderpas, Andy 
Johnson and Steve Tracy.

Of the 12 violins, 9 will be auctioned and 3 
will be raffl  ed, with musical entertainment 
provided between the auction segments.

Th is year Toronto-based Singer/ Songwriter/ 
Lover not Fighter, Mike Lawless, is the feature 
artist. Lawless tells personal tales of life, love, 
and the pursuit of “so-called happiness” – a 
craft  he honed in London while a student at 
Western, who played downtown gigs while 
holding down his day job as president of the 
University Students’ Council.

Proceeds from Painted Violins will launch 
Orchestra London’s “New Faces Emerging 
Leaders” initiative, designed to engage young 
professionals and leaders with the Orchestra.

Mary Ann Colihan is a fr eelance writer who 
likes to write about artists and the creative 
process.

Orchestra London’s Annelie Metrakos turned her latest 
Painted Violin into a mixed-media piece.
Photo by Regina Winter

What: Painted Violins, an Orchestra London 
fundraiser
Where: Museum London (421 Ridout St.)
When: March 24 @ 6:30 pm
Contact: www.orchestralondon.ca
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Poetry London has expanded to include writing 
competitions and poetry slams. Th ey recently 
published Possessions: Th e Eldon House Poems, 
an anthology with selections from 27 London 
poets, celebrating the 175th anniversary of 
London’s oldest surviving residence.

Hoogland is thrilled that the organization 
has grown. “Th e wonderful thing from my 
perspective is the way Poetry London nurtures 
the community of poets,” she says. Th e 
organization’s fi nal reading this year features 
Evelyn Lau and Julie Berry on April 6th.

South Western Ontario Poetry was founded in 
1980 by poet Sheila Martindale, as a publishing 
house for small books of poetry by writers 
living in and around South Western Ontario. 
Aft er a lapse of activity it was re-invigorated in 
2003 and now also publishes full-length books. 
Th ough Martindale moved to Victoria in 2009, 
she still heads the organization as it moves 
towards a more active role in the community.

All books published by SWOP remain in print 
and can be ordered through the organization’s 
website. “Most of our sales, to date, have been 
at readings or through the website, but we have 
recently entered into an agreement with Red 
Tuque Books, a distribution company based 
in Penticton BC, in the hope of increasing 
our visibility and sales,” says SWOP business 
manager, Susan Merskey.

SWOP brings Sheila Martindale back to 
London, April 5, for the launch of her newest 
book of poetry, Here, Th ere, and Somewhere 
Beyond. Read Th e Beat’s interview with 
Martindale at www.beatmagazine.ca

Suzanne Boles is a non-fi ction fr eelance writer 
who has also been known to write poetry. 
www.writeconnection.org.

word

Poetry in London
By Suzanne Boles

Contemporary poetry isn’t restricted 
by rules of iambic pentameter, but is rather 
a collection of carefully selected words that 
create succinct images, thoughts or ideas.

But with today’s evolving forms of written 
communication – from blogging to e-books – is 
there still life in this ancient art form? Th anks 
to organizations like Poetry London and 
South Western Ontario Poetry, in London, the 
answer to that question is a resounding “yes.”

Poetry London was created in 2004 by poet 
Cornelia Hoogland as a workshop-based 
reading series.

Th e organization hosts several readings each 
year at Landon Branch Library, inviting poets 
from throughout Canada. Th ese include poet 
laureates, Governor General and other award 
winners. Readings are off ered free to the 
public, with an optional pre-event workshop 
to discuss the evening’s guest poets and take a 
detailed look at one of their poems.

“Th e workshop creates a supportive 
community in which people can share their 
[own] poems [as well],” says Hoogland.

Contact: www.poetrylondon.ca
Contact: http://swontpoetry.org

519-432-0888
900 King St. London (at the Western Fair)

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

www.londoncitymusictheatre.com

DALE HENDERSON’S

The Nylons with Amabile Boys Choir
A four member acappella group with fantastic vocals.
Friday, March 4, 8:00pm
Destroyer - Canada's Premiere KISS Tribute
They’ve rocked across Canada for 16 years at 900 shows.
Friday, March 11, 8:00pm
The Sensational Sixties
Relive a decade of great music with this tribute show.
Saturday, March 12, 8:00pm 
The Magic of Ireland
A whole day filled with Irish music and dance numbers.
Thursday, March 17, 2:00pm and 8:00pm
The Birth of Rock and Roll
Listen and learn about the origins of this music genre.
Friday, March 18, 8:00pm and Saturday, March 19, 8:00pm 
How Great Thou Art - Elvis Presley Tribute
Gospel Music performed by tribute artist Pete Doiron.
Sunday, March 20, 3:00pm
Hotel California - Tribute to The Eagles
A showcase of all The Eagles' outstanding songs.
Saturday, March 26, 8:00pm 

4th annual 
fundraiser for literacy

April 1, 2011  
6:30-9:00 pm
Central Library 
251 Dundas St.

Local chefs create edible art with 
a literary theme. Enjoy samples, talk to 

the chefs and listen to live jazz.

www.lplevent.ca/b2e 
call 519-661-5122 

South Western Ontario Poetry founder, 
Sheila Martindale, returns to London for 
the launch of her new book of poems.   

Proprietor, Bruce Grant

165 Main Street
Lucan, Ontario

519-227-0248
grantgallery@execulink.com

Just 12 minutes north of Masonville

145 Wortley Road, London 519-667-1199
We make 32 different kinds of bread.

VILLAGE HARVEST BAKERY
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Canadian soundscapes 
By Nicole Laidler

classical beat

Orchestra London and the UWO 
Don Wright Faculty of Music are trying 
something new this month. A new 
collaboration, dedicated to new music.
Th e inaugural TD Canada Trust New Music 
Festival brings the two organizations together 
for a three-day celebration of 20th-century 
sounds, with a focus on emerging Canadian 
composers and their music.

“We have to keep the [Classical] standards. 
We love them for a reason, but we can’t live in 
the past,” comments UWO Wind Ensemble 
director, Colleen Richardson. “We have to 
honour and respect and perform the music 
that is being created by the composers of our 
generation. It’s exciting. It’s representative of 
our times.”

Th e festival gets underway March 2 with a 
noon-hour lecture by visiting composer, Scott 
Godin. “He’ll be speaking about the joys and 
frustrations of being a composer in today’s 
world,” explains Orchestra London executive 
director, Joe Swan.

Godin’s dang (2001) will be performed by the 
UWO Contemporary Music Ensemble at that 
evening’s Cardinal Points concert.

Th e UWO Wind Ensemble and members of 
Orchestra London join forces the following 
evening for the aptly-titled Converging 
Soundscapes. Th e concert opens with the 
Wind Ensemble playing a transcription of 

Paul Estacio’s Frenergy (2004), described 
by Richardson as “fi ve minutes of pulsating 
rhythm.”

Th e program continues with the Canadian 
premier of Matthew Tommasini’s Th ree 
Spanish Songs (2005), featuring mezzo 
soprano Patricia Green. “Th is work has 
spread like wildfi re across North America, 
but hasn’t hit Canada yet,” Richardson says. 
“Now it has.”

Students and their professional counterparts 
share the stage for the second-half ’s A Child’s 
Garden of Dreams, Symphony No. 2 (1983) by 
David Maslanka. “Th e students are so excited 
to be collaborating with Orchestra London,” 
says Richardson. “Th ey will learn so much 
sitting next to these professionals, as well as 
the conversations that will happen off -stage.”

Th e festival’s fi nal day begins with a noon-
hour recital by Montreal’s Transmission 
Ensemble, and wraps up at 7:30 when 
Orchestra London and music faculty students 
team up for performances of Brian Cherney’s 
Into the Distant Stillness (1984), Paul 
Frehner’s Sarantine Polyphony (2010), Jacob 
ter Veldhuis’ Th ere must be someway out of 
here (1995/ 1997) and Peter Paul Koprowski’s 
Sinfonia da Camera (1987).

“If people are looking for a taste of the 
diff erent and want to expand their horizons, 
this is the festival to go to,” Swan says.

Montreal’s Transmission Ensemble performs at London’s newest music festival.

Community Office:
11 Base Line Road East, Unit 8

London, ON  N6C 5Z8
519-657-3120 F: 519-657-0368

cbentley.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
www.chrisbentley.onmpp.ca

T: 

hris Bentley Ch MPP
London West

Tel: 519-434-1664
www.londonpottersguild.org

         March
  Break

Clay Camps
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Canadian sounds of another sort take centre 
stage at the beginning of April – a month 
packed with musical events.

Karen Schuessler describes April 9th’s Going 
to the Rock! as “one big Newfoundland 
kitchen party.” Th e concert celebrates the 
Karen Schuessler Singer’s participation in 
July’s Festival 500, a prestigious event that 
brings leading vocal ensembles from around 
the globe to St. John’s this July.

“We are one of the invited participatory 
choirs and will be singing a concert set while 
we’re there,” explains Schuessler. Londoners 
will have the chance to preview some of that 
repertoire at Going to the Rock!

Th e bulk of the program is dedicated to the 
music of Canada’s East Coast – from traditional 
folk songs to sea shanties. St. John the 
Evangelist Anglican Church Rector and native 
Newfoundler Donald Ford will tell tales from We’ve Evolved

  ...to serve you better
NEW Equipment, NEW Location, a NEW Look...
and the same Great Service! Come see why more people 
are making WPL Wonderland Printing their printer of choice.

London Velodrom
(formerly London Ice Ho
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wonderlandprinting
L IMITED

LW P

647 WILTON GROVE RD., UNIT 6 
LONDON, ON N6N 1N7 

519.681.2171
f. 519.668.2190 I info@wonderlandprinting.com

What: TD Canada Trust New Music Festival
Where: UWO Don Wright Faculty of Music
When: March 2, 3 & 4
Contact: www.orchestralondon.ca
Contact: www.music.uwo.ca 

What: Karen Schuessler Singers, Going to the Rock!
Where: Wesley-Knox United Church (91 Askin St.)
When: April 9 @ 8:00 pm
Contact: www.kssingers.com

the Rock, while fi ddler Jennie Bice will create 
some magic with her signature improvisation.

“Th e thing with Newfoundland folk songs is 
they really tell an intimate story,” Schuessler 
comments. “It’s all about the people, families 
and community of Newfoundland. Th ey go 
straight to the heart.”

Nicole Laidler is the editor of Th e Beat 
and a local fr eelance writer and business 
communicator. Visit her at www.spilledink.ca

TERRORISMTERRORISM
Passionfool Theatre presents 
the Presnyakov Brothers’

March 10-12, 17-19,  24-26 @ 8pm
                    12, 19, 26 @ 2pm

The ARTS Project
203 Dundas St
519.642.2767
www.passionfool.com

directed by 
Justin Quesnelle

Featuring Johnny Bobesich, David Cummings, Norah Cuzzocrea, 
Mark-Anthony Del Brocco, Jen Fraser, Christian Groleau, Laura 
Giberson, John Iglesias, Judy McCormick, Emilee Nimetz, Mark 
Nocent, Aimee O’Beirn, Cristopher Parker, Peter Pownall, Lesley 
Quesnelle, Brandon Stafford, Trish West and Linda Worsley



beatmagazine.ca

22 March, 2011 23
pegg’s world

I’m just old enough to 
remember when watching 
Th e Wizard of Oz was a 
big deal. It only aired once 
a year. On the American 
Th anksgiving Day weekend. 
On one of the three TV-
stations we could get. It was 
an event eagerly anticipated.

When my parents caved in 
1975 and joined the rest of 
the 20th century by fi nally 
getting a colour television-
set, I realized, just like 
Dorothy, that I had been 
living in a black and white 
world. Th e discovery was 
mind-blowing.

Sadly, with the invention of home-video, the 
5000-channel universe and now YouTube, 
today’s youngsters can see the fi lm anytime, 
anywhere, anyhow. Th at instant availability 
has made the whole experience less 
wonderful.

Before all that, when the opportunity came 
in 1980 to see it as an adult on the big screen 
at a Saturday kiddies’ matinee at the old New 
Yorker, myself and a motion-picture theatre 
full of fans of a similar age-demographic far 
outnumbered the youngsters.

Were you there?

Let’s do it again!

As part of Westmount VIP’s “Classic Film 
Series” the movie will be playing March 
16 and 27. It’s a relatively new series – Dr. 
Zhivago last month; One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest in April. And lottsa live opera 
and National Th eatre stuff , if that’s your bag.

Th ere’s no shortage of reasons to see this 
movie on the big screen but here’s yet another: 
legend has it, that in the scene ending with 

Off to see the Wizard
By Robert Pegg

Dorothy and Scarecrow discovering Tin Man 
in the haunted forest and dancing down that 
yellow brick road – in the background you 
can see one of the Munchkins hang himself. 
A lovelorn Munchkin no less.

Well, of course you don’t have to be a whiz 
to fi gure out that such a claim is patently 
ludicrous. So I immediately checked it out on 
the urban myth-busting website www.snopes.
com.

I’ll let you, Dear Reader, have the fun of 
looking it up yourself. Type “Hanging 
Munchkin” or “Munchkin Suicide” into the 
search bar. A video of the scene in the movie 
is included.

As crazy as it sounds, you can see how such 
rumours get started. Something is indeed 
swinging in the background. Th at’s excuse 
enough to check it out on the big screen. 

Robert Pegg is a published author. He is 
currently working on his autobiography, Living 
in the Past. For more of his musings, visit www.
sonnydrysdalepresents.blogspot.com

fi nal frame

Bill Muchan draws inspiration from nature and the environment. “Ghost Tree” 
shows a rare image of a mature American Elm, now all but extinct in North 
America, taken just south of Lucan, Ontario. More of Muchan’s work can be seen 
at Grant Gallery (Lucan) and at www.MuchanBill.zenfolio.com.

Was the set of Th e Wizard of Oz the scene of a
Munchkin suicide? 
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THE ARTS PROJECT, 203 Dundas St., www.artsproject.ca, 519 642-2767

Mar. 10-26 Passionfool Theatre Presents: Terrorism

BANTING SECONDARY SCHOOL, 125 Sherwood Forest Sq., 519 452-2800

Mar. 1-5 Fiddler on the Roof, 7:30 pm

BELLAMERE WINERY, 1260 Gainsborough Rd., 519 317-2803

Apr. 2 Child’s Play Theatre presents: Top Hat Gala, 5:30 pm

COVENT GARDEN MARKET, Labatt Blue Lounge (mezzanine), 130 King St., 519 439-3921

Mar. 27 World Theatre Day, 1-2 pm

GRAND THEATRE, 471 Richmond St., www.grandtheatre.com, 519 672-8800

Feb. 15-Mar. 5 Sherlock Holmes; Mar. 10 The Dining Room; Mar. 11 Norm MacDonald; Mar. 22-Apr.9 Shirley Valentine

ARTLAB GALLERY, John Labatt Visual Arts Bldg., UWO, 661-2111, ext. 85855

Mar. 3-17 Remember When? A revisionary narrative of Artlab, opening Mar. 3, 7 pm; Mar. 25-Apr. 15 BFA Graduating 
Exhibit: “Still Worked,” opening Mar. 25, 7 pm

ART RENTAL & SALES, 421 Ridout St., www.arsg.museumlondon.ca, 519 661-2500 ext. 4224

Mar. featured artists: Val Sloggett & Ross Bishop

THE ART EXCHANGE, 247 Wortley Rd., www.theartexchange.ca, 519 434-0000

Feb. 21-Mar. 12 Christine Brandon; Mar. 14-Apr. 2 Ted Goodden: Dream Box, reception, Mar. 18, 7:30 pm

ART GALLERY OF LAMBETH, 2454 Main St., www.artgalleryofl ambeth.ca, 519 652-5556

Mar. 1-Apr. 2 March Miniature Madness Show, reception, Mar. 6, 1-4 pm

THE ARTS PROJECT, 203 Dundas St., www.artsproject.ca, 519 642-2767

Feb. 22-Mar. 5 Shadowood Collective: Stranger, reception Feb. 22, 7 pm with the “I was cured” body suspension 
group; Feb. 24-Mar. 5 Sue Laking: Innertension; Mar. 8-12 J. C. Oliver: from earth, reception Mar. 8, 7 pm; Mar. 15-19 
Pinning Down Modern Art: Second Year Fanshawe College Art students, reception Mar. 15, 5-7 pm; Mar. 22-Apr. 2 
MELT: Metal Sculptures by Scott McKay, Rick Sturgeon & Jeff Werkmeister, opening Mar. 22, 7 pm

ARTVENTURE ART STUDIO, 1438 Aldersbrook Rd., www.artventure.ca, 519 471-4278

Feb. 14-Mar. 5 Sarah Cowling: Mother of 3 Also Paints; Mar. 14-18 March Art Camps

FRAMING & ART CENTRE, 188 Kent St., www.framingandart.ca, 519 438-2534

Feb. 22-Mar. 26 Fernando Benavides, opening reception Mar. 4, 5-9 pm; Mar. 28-Apr.23 Images of Salthaven – 
“Discover our Wildlife,” reception/ fundraiser Apr. 1, 5-9 pm

GALLERY MODERNARTS, 5 York St. (behind Guildwood) www.modernarts.ca, 519 851-8864

Mar. 5-26 Spring into Abstract, Tues.-Fri., 10-5, Sat. 10-4

MASONVILLE LIBRARY, 30 North Centre Rd., Sifton Room, 519 660-4646

Mar. 1-24 Sara Parsons: Inner Nature, opening Mar. 5, 2-4 pm

GRANT GALLERY, 165 Main St., Lucan, 519 227-0248

Mar. Collection of Various Artists

MUSEUM LONDON, 421 Ridout St. N., www.museumlondon.ca, 519 661-0333

Sept. 25-Mar. 27 Bill Varzan: Arizona & L.A. Graffi ti; Dec. 18-Apr. 3 It’s Alive! Bertram Brooker & Vitalism; Jan. 15-
Apr. 3 Jack Chambers: the light from the darkness; Jan. 22-Apr. 17 Cutout: Greg Curnoe’s Shaped Collages; Jan.28-
June 12 Spic & Span: a recent history of being clean; Feb. 5-Sept. 11 Colour Fields 

PORTSIDE GALLERY, 187 ½ Main St., Port Stanley, 519 782-7066

Mar. featured artist: Diane Dobson

STRAND FINE ART STUDIO, 1161 Florence St., Unit 4, 226 663-7168

Feb. 25-Mar. 26 David Bobier: Studies in Sentience 

THIELSEN GALLERY, 1038 Adelaide St. N., www.thielsengallery.com, 519 434-7681

Feb. 24-Apr. 2 Revolving Group Exhibit – Gallery Artists

ST. THOMAS-ELGIN PUBLIC ART CENTRE, 301 Talbot St., www.stepac.ca, 519 631-4040

Jan. 15-Mar. 5 Todd Tremeer: Wartime; Mar. 12-May 7 Arnold McBay

london arts calendar
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AEOLIAN HALL, 795 Dundas St., www.aeolianhall.ca, 519 672-7950

Mar. 4 Denise Pelley w/ Stephen Holowitz & Paul Stevenson; Mar. 5 Ron Sexsmith; Mar. 9 Le Vent du Nord; Mar. 11 Smale’s 
Pace Reunion Concert; Mar. 19 Basia Bulat; Mar. 20 London Opera Guild Meeting: Howard Dyck on Richard Strauss’s “Ariadne 
auf Naxos,” 2 pm, free; Mar. 23 The Good Lovelies; Mar. 25 Jesse Winchester; Apr. 3 Gerald Fagan Choir Family & Friends

APK LIVE, 340 Wellington at York, www.londonfringe.ca, 519 434-0606

Mar. 25 London Fringe & London Poetry Slam present: Monkey Poet (Matt Panesh) in two works – “Welcome to 
Afghanistan” & “Welcome to the UK,” 7:30 pm

CENTRESPACE FOR THE ARTS, Bishop Cronyn Church, William at Queens, www.cronyn.ca

Mar. 20 Light of East Ensemble, 3 pm

CENTENNIAL HALL, 609 Wellington St., www.orchestralondon.ca, 519 679-8778

Mar. 6 Orchestra London Pops: Hollywood Crooners; Mar. 11/12 Orchestra London Red Hot Weekends: Every Breath 
You Take; May 26 Orchestra London Masterworks: Sibelius’ Violin Concerto

DON WRIGHT FACULTY OF MUSIC, UWO, www.music.uwo.ca / www.orchestralondon.ca

Mar. 2-4 TD Canada Festival: focus on emerging Canadian composers

DUNDAS ST.UNITED CHURCH, 482 Dundas at Maitland, info@Lco-on.ca, 519 702-6614

Mar. 6 London Community Orchestra March Symphony Concert, 3 pm

FIRST-ST. ANDREW’S, 350 Queens Ave., www.fsaunited.com, 519 679-8182

Mar. 25 FSA Young Performers, noon

LANDON BRANCH LIBRARY, Martha Bishop Room, 167 Wortley Rd., 519 434-0510

Mar. 12 Home County heART Sessions for Songwriters: 1-2:30 pm, free; Song-writer interview with Mae Moore: 
2:30-4 pm, $10

LITTLE PEACE OF HEAVEN WELLNESS CENTRE, 194425, 19h Line, Ingersoll, 519 485-2002

Apr. 3 Personifi ed Intonations – sacred space created through percussion & chanting, 1-3pm

LONDON MUSIC CLUB, 470 Colborne St., www.londonpoetryslam.ca

Mar. 18 London Poetry Slam presents Shauntay Grant

LONDON CITY MUSIC THEATRE, www.londoncitymusictheatre.com, 519 432-0888

Mar. 4 The Nylons with Amabile Boys Choir; Mar. 6 Elan Dance Arts Competitive Showcase; Mar. 11 Destroyer: KISS 
Tribute; Mar. 12 The Sensational Sixties; Mar. 17 The Magic of Ireland; Mar. 18/19 Birth of Rock & Roll; Mar. 20 How 
Great Thou Art; Mar. 26 Hotel California: Eagles Tribute

MOCHA SHRINE CENTRE, 468 Colborne St., www.londonjazzsociety.ca, 519 433-4789

Mar. 13 London Jazz Society presents: Ken Crone & band, 2 pm

MUSEUM LONDON, 421 Ridout St., www.orchestralondon.ca, 519 679-8778

Mar. 24 Orchestra London Fundraiser: Painted Violins, 6:30 pm

OLD EAST STUDIOS SUNDAY CONCERTS, 755 Dundas St., 519 936-8450

Mar. 6 Coal Shed Willies; Mar. 13 Elana Harte, 2:30 pm

6 ST. PATRICK ST., Acoustic Spotlight (8 pm), jakelevesque@gmail.com, 519 432-1107

Mar. 2 MizA & Her Captain; Mar. 9 Tom McInerney; Mar. 16 Dave Rogers; Mar. 23 Simple Joy; Mar. 30 Nancy Jane Small

LONDON CENTRAL SECONDARY SCHOOL, 509 Waterloo St., 519 452-2620

Mar. 2-5 Little Shop of Horrors, 7 pm

MCMANUS THEATRE, 471 Richmond St., www.grandtheatre.com 519 672-8800

Mar. 2-5 Raoul Bhaneja in Hamlet (solo)

PALACE THEATRE, 710 Dundas St. E., www.londoncommunityplayers.com, 519 432-1029

Mar. 10 UP with ART – in support of Unity Project for Relief of Homelessness; Mar. 14-18 Western Ontario Drama 
League Theatre Festival (WODL); Apr. 1-9 Bye Bye Birdie

SAUNDERS SECONDARY SCHOOL, 941 Viscount Road, 519 452-2770

Mar. 2-4 Saunders Musical Theatre: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 7 pm

SPRIET FAMILY THEATRE, Covent Garden Market, 130 King St., www.oktc.ca, 672-8800

Mar. 4-6 John Lennon & Me; Mar. 25-27 Jolly Roger & the Pirate Queen; Mar. 30-Apr. 3 The Drowsy Chaperone

WOLF PERFORMANCE HALL, 251 Dundas St., www.oktc.ca, 519 672-8800

Mar. 15-19 Disney’s Jungle Book for Kids; Mar. 16-20 Disney’s Camp Rock
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ELDON HOUSE, 481 Ridout St., www.eldonhouse.ca, 519 661-0333

Mar. 20 The Art of Pysanky: Ukrainian Egg Dyeing, 1-3 pm; Mar. 27 Keeping Up: The Architectural Fashions of Eldon 
House, 2 pm

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE, 536 Huron St., www.swontpoetry.org, 519 672-2298

Apr. 5 Sheila Martindale reads from “Here, There, & Somewhere Beyond”

LONDON CENTRAL LIBRARY, 251 Dundas St., www.londonpubliclibrary.ca, 519 661-4600

Apr. 2 Creative Writing Tips & Blue Pencil Editing by the Humber School of Writers, featuring Joan Barfoot, 10:30 am, 
free, register online or by phone

LONDON CONVENTION CENTRE, 300 York St., www.londonfringe.ca

Mar. 20 London Fringe 62-Hour Film Contest Screening & Awards, 1 pm (all fi lms) and 7 pm (awards and top fi lms)

Send calendar listings to vcavalini@
beatmagazine.ca by the 7th of the month 
prior to publication. For best exposure, send 
45 days prior to event.

ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL, 472 Richmond St., www.stpaulscathedral.on.ca, 519 434-3225

Mar. 1 Andrew Adair OR (organ recital; 12:15); Mar. 8 OR Ian Sadler; Mar. 22 OR Alison Riseley-Clark; Mar. 29 OR 
Stephanie Burgoyne; Mar. 30 Orchestra London Masterworks: Haydn in London

WINDEMERE MANOR, 200 Collip Circle, 519 691-5430

Mar. 5 Another Night at the Manor-fundraiser in support of itsy (www.itsy.ca), 8 pm

WOLF PERFORMANCE HALL, 251 Dundas St., www.londonpubliclibrary.ca, 519 661-4600

Mar. 12 The Jeffery Concerts: The Tokai Quartet; Mar. 23 Jazz for the People: Lorne Whitby Quintet; Mar. 27 Serenata 
presents: Sergui Schwartz (violin) & Joshua Grunmann (piano), 3 pm; Mar. 31 Home County presents: Dala, 7:30 pm

“Put on a Happy Face”

“Kids”

“Telephone Hour” and

“Got a Lot of Livin’ to do”

www.blackdogmedia.tv

525 Richmond St. 

www.ploverslondon.ca  

 
spring is just 

around the corner  
 

change can happen now 
 

~plovers can help~ 

M A R C H  31

Dala
Wolf Performance Hall

A P R I L  14

John Brooks
Grosvenor Lodge

Show details at: 
www.homecounty.ca
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SHIRLEY 
VALENTINE
By Willy Russell 
Starring Nora McLellan  
Shirley Valentine is presented by special  
arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

FOR TICKETS: 

TICKETS  

519.672.8800  
grandtheatre.com

PRODUCTION SPONSOR

MARCH 22 - APRIL 9

LAUGH WITH SHIRLEY AS SHE ESCAPES  
TO GREECE TO FIND A NEW PERSPECTIVE  
AND ULTIMATELY REDISCOVERS HERSELF.


